part, from Penn dar ef 3 — 


j plc of 
ting and Humiliation, - 
may not be diſpaired the 
ſtill in the ſpirit and reaſon of the 


and necrer to compell it, it4 
parties intend or deſire to be | 
common enemy, who ĩs not out of work 
ſent much out of fight and obſerwmution. 
be grounds of this are br Firſt the cauſe 
hath till che ſame goodnels in it as cer; and is or 
ought to be as much in the hearts of al good people that 
have adher ed to it; lt is not leſſe to be valued now 
When . 
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ts carry it on, an holit.up from finklngy and hath 
che ſame Bani God, whoſe great Name is con- 


cerned in it, as well as his peoples ontward ſafety and 


well fare; Who knows al o how to give a revival to it, 


when ſecondary inſir ments and vi ſible means fail, or 
. 


prove deceitful, 
Secondly, The Perſons concerned and engiged in 


this nue fill the ſame as before; with the advan- 
tage of being mor tried, more enured to danger and 


hardſhip, and more endeared to one another, by their 


Various and great experiences, as well of their own 


hearts as their tellow-Brethrens. Theſe are the ſame 


ſtill in heart and defire after the ſame thing, which i 
that being freed out ofthe hands of their enemies, they 


may ſegve the Lord without feare, in holineſſe and righs 
teouſneſſe all the daies of their life. BS: 


As they have had this great good finally in their aims 
if Declarations to and Appeals to God fignitic 


any thing) a) e to attain this, they did with 
great chee & unanimity; draw out themſelves to 
the utmoſt, in the maintenance of a war, when all other 
meanes, firſt eſſayed proved ineffectual. In the manage- 
ment of this war, it pleaſed God ( the righteous Judge, 
who was appealed to in the controver ſie) ſoto bleſs the 
Council, ald. Forces of the perſons concerned and en ga- 
ged in this cauſe, as in the end to make them abfolute 
and compleat Conquerors over their common Enemy. 
And by this meanes they had added unto the naturall 
right which was in them before ( and fo declared by 
their Repreſentatives in Parliament aſſembled) the 


_ ofConqueſtfor the ftrengrhening of their juſt claim 


to be governed by National Councils, and ſucceſſive Re- 
preſentatives of their own election and ſetting up. This 
they once thought they had been in poſſeſſion of, when 
it wasratified, as it were, in the blood ofthe laſt King: 
But of late a great interruption having happened unto 


them in their former expectations, and inſtead thereof, 


ſome 


their laſt relief.) and if theſe breaches 
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ſomethins rifing up that El modated to 
the private an ſelſiſh intereſt of. a particular part (in 
comparĩ on) then truly adequate to the common good 
and eoncern of the whole Bo y engaged in this Cauſe: 
Hence it is that this compacted body is now falling aſ- 
ſunder into many diſſenting parts (a thing unforeſcen, 
nor. unhoped for by the common * along as 

not timel 
healed, and the offences(before they take too deep root 
removed, they will certainly work more to the advan- 
tage of our common Enemy, then any of their own un- 
wearied endeavonrs, & dangerous contrivances in for- 
reign parts put altogether. 

A ſerious diſcuſſion, and ſober enlarging upon theſe 
grounds, will quickly give an inſight into the ſtate of 
the Queſtion, and naturally tend to a plain and familiar 
refolution thereof. | 

That which is firſt to be opened , is the nature and 
goodnes of the Cauſe; which had it not carried in it its 
own evidence, would ſcarce have found ſo many of the 
people of God adherers to it,within the Three Nations, 
contributing either their counſels,their purſes,their bo- 
dily pains, or their affections and prayers, as a combi- 
ned ſtrength ; without which, the military force alone 
would have been little available to ſubdue the common 
Enemy, and reſtore to this whole body their juſt natu- 
r. ll Rights in civil things, and true freedome in matters 
of conſcience. 

The two laſt mentioned particulars, rightly ſtated, 
will eviJence ſufficiently the nature and goodneſſe of 
this Cauſe 

For the firſt of theſe, that is to ſay, the Natural right, 
which the whole party of Honeſt men adhering to this 
Cauſe, are by ſucceſſe of their Arms reftored unto , for- 
tified in, and may claime as their undeniable privi- 
ledge, that righteouſly cannot be taken from them,nor 
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88 briaging into exerciſe, It Hes in 
dals. 
They are to have and enjoy the freedome ( by way 
of dutiſull compliance and condiſcention from all the 
parts and members of this ſocietq ) to ſet up meet 
perſons in the place of Supreme Fudicature andAutho - 
rity amongſt them; whereby they may have the uſe and 
benefit of the choĩceſt light and wiſedome of the Nari- 
en that they are capable to call forth, for the Rule and 
Government under which they will live; and through 
the orderly exerciſe of ſuch meafure of wiſedome and 
eounſel as the Lord in this way ſhall pleaſe togive unto 
them, toſhape and forme all ſubordinate actings and 
adminiſtrations of Rule and Government, ſo as ſhall 
_ anſwer the publique welfare and ſafety of the 
whole. | 

This, in ſubſtance, is the right and freedome contai- 
ned in the nature and goodneſſe of the cauſe, wherein 
the Honeft party have been. engaged. For in this, all the 
particulars of our civill right and freedome are com- 

rehended, conſerved inand derived from their proper 
root; In which whilft they grow, they will ever thrive, 
flour iſh and iricreaſe : whereas on the contrary,if there 
be never ſo m iny fair branches of liberty planted on 
the root of a private and ſelfiſh intereſt, they will not 
long proſper, but muſt, within a little time, wither and 
degenerate into the nature of that whereinto they are 
planted. And hence indeed ſprung the evi] of that Go- 
vernment which roſe in and with the Norman Con- 

ueſt. 
1 The root and bottome upon which it ſtood, was not 
* intereſt, but the private luſt and will of the 
nqueror , Who by force of armes did at firſt detein 
the right and freedome which was, and is, due'to the 
whole body of the people; For whoſe ſafety and good, 
government it ſelf is erdained by God, not for the 2 

ticu 
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dcufa- benefit of the Ruler as a diſtin and private in · 
tereſt a® their own : wich yet, for the moſt part, is nos 
onely preferred efore the common good,but uphel 4 in 
oppotition thereunto And as at firit the Conqueror did, 
by violence and farce,deny this freedome to the people, 
which was their natural right and priviledge ; fo he, 
and his Succeſſors all along, lay as bars and impediments 
to the true National intereſt and Arn good, in the 
very Nationil Councils and Aſſemblies themſelves; 
which were conſtitute i in ſuch a manner, as moſt ſerved 
for the — of the private intereſt of their Fami- 
lies. And this being challenged by them as their Pre- 
rogative, was found by the people aſſemb led in Parla- 
ment, moſt unrizhteons,burdenſome, and deſtructive to 
their liberty. And when they once perceived. that by 
this Engine all their juſt rights were like to be deſtroy- 
ed, eſpecially (being backed, as it wis, with the power 
of the Militia, which the late King, for that purpoſe, 
had aſſume 1 into his hands, and would not, upon the 
reoples application to him in Parliament.part with in- 
to the hands of that great Councill, who were beſt to be 
entruſted with the N. tions ſafety) this was the ground 
of the quarrell, upon a civil account, between the King 
and his p rty, and the whole body of aJherents to the 
cauſe of the peoples true liberty; whereof this ſhort 
touch hath been given, and ſhall ſuffice for the opening 
of the fir it Branch of this Cau d. | X 
The ſecond branch which remaines briefly to Fe hand- . 
led, is that which alſo upon the grounds of natural 
right is to Fe laid claim unto; but diſtinguiſhes it ſelf 
from the former, as it reſpects a more heavenly and ex- 
cellent object, wherein the freedome is to be exerciſed 
and enjoyed, the t is to ay, matters of Religion, or that 
concern the ſervice and worſhip of God. 
Unto this freedome the Nations of the World have 
right and title, by the purchaſe of Chriſts blood; = 
: y 


3 
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 vertue of his death and * is become the 
ol: Lord and Ruler in and over the conſcience for to 
this end Chriſt died, ro e and revive-!, that he might be 
Lord both of the dead and of the living; and that every 
one might give an account of himſelt. in all matters of 
Gods worſhip,unto God and Chriſt alone, as their own 
Maſter, unto whom they ſtand ar fall in judge ment, and 
are not in theſe things to be oppreſſe 1, or brought be- 
fore the Judgment · ſeats of men. For why ſhouldeſt 
chou ſet at nought thy Brother in matters of his Faith 
and conſcience, and herein intrude into the p oper of- 
fice of Chriſt, ſince we are all to ſtand before the ſudg- 
ment - ſeat of Chriſt, whether Governours or governed, 
and by his decinon onely are capa le of being declared 
with certa inty, to be in the right or in the wrong 

By vertue then ef this Supream Law, ſealed and con- 


firmed in the bloo 1 of Chriſt unto all men(whoſe ſouls - 


he challenges a propriety in,. to bring under his inward 
rule in the ſervice an i worſhip of Go1) it is that all 
Magiſtrates are to fear and forbear intermedling with 
giving rule or impoting in thoſe matters. They are to 
content themſelves with what is plain in their com- 
miſſion,as ordained of God to be his Miniſter unto men 
for good » Whileſt they approve themſelves. the doe: g 
of thit which is good in the fight of men, and where- 
of earth y.and worldly Judicatures are cap ble to make 
a cleare and perfect judgement : In which caſe the Ma- 
giſtrate is to be for praiſe and proteRion to them. In 
like manner he is to be a Miniſter of terrour and re- 
— 10 thoſe that doe evill in matters of out ward 
ps ice,converſe,and dealings in the things of this life 

ween man and man, for the cauſe whereof the judi- 
catures of men are appoiated and ſ:t up. But to exceed 
theſe limits, as it is not ſafe nor warrantale for the Ma- 
giſtrate (in that he who is higher then the higheſt, re- 


garis, and will ſhew himſelf diſpleaſed at it ) ſo nei - 


ther 


ys 


ther is it good for the people, ho hereby arenouriſhed 
up ina biting, devouring, wrathfull fpirit one againſt 
another, and are found tranſgreffors of that Royal law 
which forbids us to doe that unto another, which we 
would not have them do unto us, were we in their con- 
dition. ; | 

This freedo ve then is oſ high concern to be had and 
enjoy, as well for the Magiſtrates fake, as tor the 

ples-ommon good]; and it confiſts, as hath been ſaid, 
in the Magiſtrates for earing to put forth the power of 
rule and coercion in things that God hath exempted out 
of his Commiſſion, So that all care requiſite for the 
ples ot taining this, may be exerciſed with great eaſe, 
If it be taken in its proper ſeaſon.and that this reſtraint 
be laid upon the Supreme Power before it e erected, as 
a fund mental Conſtitution among others, upon which 
the free conſent of the people is given, to have the per 
ſons brought into the exerciſe of SupremAuthority over 
them, and on their behalf; and if beſides, as a further 
confirmation hereunto, it be acknowledged be the voæ 
luntary act of the ruling Power, when once brought 
into a capacity of acting legiſlatively, that herein they 
are bound up; and judge it their duty ſo to be (both in 
reference to God the Inſtitutor of M; — in re · 
ference to the whole Body tywhom they are entruſted) 
this great Heſſing will here y be ſo well provided for, 
that we ſtall have no cauſTto ſeare, as it may be orde- 
red) 

By this meanes a great part of the outward exerciſt 
of Antichriſtian Tyranny and bandage will ke plucked 
up by the very roots; which till ſome ſuch courſe be 
held in it, will be alwayes apt to renew and ſprout out 
afreſh, under ſome new forme or refined appearances, 
as by late 72 res experience we have been taught. For 
fince the fall of theBiſhops and perſecuting Prest yteries, 
dhe ſame ſpirit is apt to ariſe in the next ſort of Cler- 
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nors. A ugh hag ic and practice hath beeq all 
along deeried by the faithful 3 to this Cable, 
as a moſt (ore — and inſufferable yoke ofbon- 
dage, moſt un — 2 22 up over the conſciencey 
ol the peoplez and ther by molt need. 
fall 4 out of the way. * in this matter the 
preſent Governors have been willin very 28 — 
to 2 — their Teſtimony , ia their D - 
however in practice there is much of grievance 
more, ia probability, 
che 0 uy ak. then 
or deſiane in power. 
— hat the true Geadou be, in — 
che Branches of ic , chat ſhines forth in the 
Conn wherein the good! le of theſe Nations how 


wines not be improper in che next 


—— particulars more _ * 1 
further light — matter 5 
qualifications of the Perſons that have 23 hl 
Cauſe. Secondly, the capacity wherein they have been 
ſound from eee e e. — 7 

As to their t ve in 2 
diftinguifhrd themſelves and been made known , 
— to aſſiſt and own the p — 
good of the Nation , for tile —— 
the juſt rights and liberxies —— 
ſed unto in the true ſtating of this to 
the two branches thereof Fady to. They have 
ſhewed themſelves, upon all deſirers and lo- 
vers oſtrue freedom, either in civils,or rituals, or 
in both. To expreſs their value thereof, fuloes 
to the ſame, they have largely contributed, in one kind 
or other what was proper to each in his place to dog 
web ations of theirs proceeding from hearts 8 | 


in 
above and beyond the letter, forme, and outward cir- 
- cumktancesof government, into the inward reaſon 


NT ee hau 
tary 
ſtanding Ar- 
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0) 
this We- er, poſture, in ſuch 
hs ine r\hallbe fnnd — ifite for Re the 
22 of che body, they are moſt jerefiſtible, abſolute, 
ienſtve in their power; roofing chat where= 
th Ace of all Government is contained\, and 
under the protection whereof, and ſafety that maybe 
maintained thereby, they can contrive and determine, 
ih what manner this — — bound” 
Jeſs power, unto which t ey are now arrived in this: 
their crate city ſhall have juſt and due limits 
ſet unto it, draven out in a meet and orderly 
way of exerciſe, for the Common weale and ſaſety of 
the whele Body, under the rule and over ſight of a Su- 
preme udicature; unto the wiſedome of — lawes 
and orders, the ſword is to become moſt entirely ſub · 
ject and ſubſer vient: And this without the. leaſſ cauſe 
of jealouſi or unfafety, eicher to the ſtanding” Army, 
or any member thereof, or unto the good people adhe- 
ring yy this Cauſe, or any one of them; ſince the in- 
tereſt of both, by this — ation of either, will be 
fo combined together in one even in that wherein bo- 
fore chey were qiſtin jchat all juſt cauſe of difference. 
ar, — emulation, ſealouſie, or the like, will 
CR ITS cp 

ce the v fs 

Fr that 252 Military intereſt 8 2 capacity isthei peo 

and that into which — * at the bela may being ths 

whaltParty (whereof of right a place is to be r- 
ved for them = that herein they are fo far trom be« 
ing in Ritz jektidn or ſtavery. that in this poſture they 
are moſt properly foveraign;and-poſſelſe'theic righe 
of natural ſoveraignty, they will preſently ſee a neceſ- 
fity of —— ever one with their Army raĩſed and 
row — by them for the promoting this Cauſe 2+ 
theedmmon Enemy; who'in his next attempt 
Elk pu for all Wb greater dle perateuce and wage 
therr over, Again. 


111 
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.. Again, when once Peper Army and theit Go» 
vernours ſhall alſa find, that by ſetting and keeping up 
themſelves in a divided intereſt from the reſt of the 
0 N Nee 
pa Fe Ne aions and prayers, by the perſons 
and purles of the good party, vo the weakening them 
ſelves thereby, as to any. vigerous ſupport trom them in 
the times of maſt imminent dang er'(whereof. the late 
King had an experience, that will notſuddenly be aus 
of memory,when he undertoo the war in che beg iu- 
ning of theſe troubles, again the Scats, and was, in a 
manner, therein deſerted by all the good party in Eng- 
land) they will then find (if they ſtay not till it be tos 
late) that by eſpouſing the ãntereſt of the, prople, in 
ſubmitting themſelves with their fellow ts to 
the Ca ſe, under the rule and authority of their own 
Supreme Judicature, they loſe not their Power or So- 
veraignty ; but becoming one Civil or Politique In« 
corporation with the whole party of honeſt men, they 
doc therein keep the Soygraign(y,: as originally ſeats 
dae emſelycs, and part with it ouly but as by de- 


putation and repre ſentation of themſelves, when. it is 
brought into an orderly way of exerciſe, by being put 
into the hands of perſons choſen and entruſied by 
themſelves to that put po. 4 
By this mutual and happy tranſition: which may be 
*. between the party of. Honeſt men in the Three 
Nations virtually in Arms, and thoſe actually ſo now in 
power at the Head of the Army, how ſuddenly would 
the union of the whole Body be conſolidated and made 
ſo firm as it will not need to far all cho deſignes and 
attempts ot the common Enemy; eſpecially if herein 
they unice themſclves in the firſt. place to the Lord, a8 
willing to follow his providenge,,and, obſerve his will 
inthe and manner of bringing this 10 pal... Im 
L WIC 
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k i not then che ſtanding and being of the preſent 
— — n Nations, that iy - 


at this time amongſt aft the hone well affe- 

party. in and with them, umder God, ftand the 
wellare and outward ſafety of the whole body; and 
to be encmies to thenror wiſh them hurt, were to do 
i to themſelves; und by trying ſuch + conclations to 
play the game of the common ener, to the utter ruine 

deſtruction; not only of the true treedome aymed 
xt and comtended for in the late wart, bim of the very 
perſons themſelves that have been in any ſort active or 
eminent thereof. 
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rhe Righteous Judge | 
-: Nay! —— — and promoting 


peo tommon good and ye 
prbvacegdini field! 1 che things 
ä ymach au albalong; if thuſe very Tyranni- 
principles and Antichriſtian rel iques, which God 
by'us!hath puniſhed: in our predeceſſors, ſhould again 
revive,/Lpringiup alreſb, and ſbe w themſelves lodged 
alſo and retained in our boſomes; rendring us of the 
nuinber of thoſe chat haue forgot cheꝶ / wet 1 
3 declaring us to be ſuch as to 
* ind, doe withhold from deſtruction 
eee ee 
Aftall thele great adyatitages of ſer vhngii che 
Lora wal and: in procuring andadvancing his 
peoples true welfare and outward ſafety which (as: 
thexfrulgot ht bleſſing upon our Armies) have fo mi- 
raculbuſſy fallen: ſato our hands ſhall at laſt: be 
wretted ane mit impt ore tl che chriching and 
greatning! of outi (elves 241 theſe chines ſtouſd ear 
be ſound: amonꝑſt is-Cwhidhthe' Lond in mercy: for- 
bid ) Mall we meedino look any further ſor the ac- 
curid thing? will not aur Cohſticaces(hewus from 
cke light of the Word and Spirit of G ud dow neer u 
conformity:theſe''pAions: woulds hold | therewith 2; 
votrich ſin — roger a curſe tu the Camp, and 
withhetd/the Lerd- from being any mere amongſt 
them or going dar wich their forces,” And did the 
action of- Heb aw" impott any: more chen cheſe two 
2 575 — 2 — and kept from 3 — 
0 | in garment „ w Was devoted 
Sas theteunts;! Secondly, he brought not in he 


fd and guin:of thc'Congqueſt into the Lords Trea- 
Jury, but ally went about to convert it to his 
19003 own 


cauſed the arrger 
and made them unable 
but their hearts melted as 4 0 
Lerdis concerned, if ſuch an 055 in 
9 of ih Bir to returt td 15 
RE matter which is in qleſfion a the den- 
ting parts of the whole inf on among. $ not {0 
rriviatand'sf ſuch ſmall conſequence, en a 
make it, Tis in effect, the maln and whole d 
Cauſe withont whith all the freedome which the 
people have or can have; din 0 but thadow 
and in name only, and the lever 
peace and ſatisfaction to 3 
untd 4 durable and folid ſettle 
makes all ſound & e ig | 
ballance neceſſary to be held u up baſe 
and ſibJeRtivn, in the there] of al " righte: 
verament 3 wha g the uſe of th 0 
moting an erg ket 1 , 
al whole 120 
— any Ne 1 
a e + ede h 55 
it doch withal maintahf the whole Body 125 a = 
delightful! harmony, welfare, and 2 
The ſword ne vet can, nor is It to be expe 
dos this, white" the ſoreraignlty 18 eg Bo a a- 
oed any where elle then in th e whole Body of the 


— 4 that have he to 93 caufe, and by them. be 
d unto their Tucceive Repreſentatives, , as: the 


molt e = and! 8 2 x2 fon the clieQing 


55 a Rewe 2 readineſs of will in all 
in their private ; © execute and 


que 


ſafery and * of the withou 

a br ol and to a [ 
find — old of the as n 
1 M 
Ange tothe whole body, then fach : 
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1 3 { ind « 12 
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arts,. 


"Hai if this, which is ſo Senda ta the well being, 
9 a of Government, were on inet 
e the ry would not 

15 dikeule, * nd ſuch oppolition, as to keep'up che 

bone of contention and diſunion, ;with much danger 

wy rk whole — if; as 140 8 10 on of all, the 

y n ac owledge to 

the e of adherents 12 hy, 75 uſe FT 

natural and i right there 3 of a 

ans Fate e by. 5 ceſs of 0 

arms, and ſo cannot be abroga 05 7 quelt it 

dr gy ch deim Ju. and they Gait | 
upreàam W ie 00 1d edetly 

parts Wh as naturally ar And 

che free cholce and or Ao of nde en 

out from among themſelves, e and 


bone of their bone, ol the ſame publique fpirit an 
e e Pra Bier be by 


wh Me. 
2 e at coul e 25 


Kare 


alas a Def State ſetled for Ne; 
Ni of che Commonwealth, aid for 
5 wich whe of 
AT States „ undef the on overfi 
che Su IEC but of che fame finda 
— with themſelves, would this be Alec > 
admitting their order were binding, in the intervals 
of National Aſſemblies, ſo far only as as con- 
2 the ſettled Lawes of the Common - wealth 
e vacancy of any of which by death or otherwife 
1 be Tupplicd by the vote of the part of 
themſelves. Nay would there be an exception 
to be taken, if (befides both theſe) it d be agreed 
(as another of the ſundament 1 conſt ĩtution of the 
Government) th place that branch of 1 
which chiefly reſpects the execution of the Lawes, ina 


diſtin office es N pod ＋ 
yet ſubordinate to them and log capa 
entruſted inthe hands of one ery on, if n. need 
require or in a greater number, as the 13 
Power ſhould think fit ; and for the 
34 unte this Office, that the execution e 
al Lawes and Orders (that are binding) may goforth 
in his, or their name; 1 all diſo e 1 ＋ 
= contempt thereof, be taken as to 
— veralguty whereof he or they bear the — or 
eee ſubordinate to the 'Legiftarhve Power, 
at ir will to be kept up and continued in the 
hands of a ſingle Perfon or more, as the experienceof 
the future good or evil of it ſhalt require. 
, Watts an office as this, thus ſtated carry 
any inconſiſtency with a free State? 7950 5 be 
rae; confidered, Aan it not rather be of 5 
cellent uſe to the well-being of Magiſtracy 
en this righteous bottome, that ſuch a 4 of 
te peoples ſoveraignty In theſe three Nations, my 
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| inſome.onc 
ok A roma ni and panic 


ma 
. Saen . Goodies: 


ledged to be rp 8 23 


(oh the 1 to this Cauſe, 25 25 


but as their acquired, righe 
they would ſuddenly Ai 
LegiQacive power into r g. ba 
their Ill qualiſiedneſſe to the work U, by 
adminiſtration thereof, and hereby loſe che cauſe in 
ſtead of upholding and mantaining it. 


The Anſwer unto this] is, Firſt that God by dep 
. vidence hath caſed our nunds much of this ſoli 


by the courſe he hath y taken to fit and prepare 
** and ſelected number of the people unto this 
work, that art — —— inward and 

. e in this uarrell, and the ma- 


42 e e 
care be but in the choice of them. And if here 
2 — for 
his guidance preſence w , may 
| | (whoſe e 7 — 
the managing 
pour out 9522 of his ſpiric upon his 
4 on him in righteous wayes, and will alfo fo 
move their hearts to chooſe perſons bearing his 
Image into, che Magiftracy, that a more glorious pro- 
duct may ſpring up out of this chen at firſt we can 
—— upof the Lord himſelſe as chieſe 
Judge and La us. And unto this the 
wiſedome and aches of e perſons now in _ 


May bave an op eminently to come into dif- 
Coirs. Fark hls cal and pon he rome g, 


— — 


. — omen — — 
* 


ed, the very £ 2 in power are they un · 
I. etre ar t chle preparato- 
ry work; N orders and directen to dife 
pote the whole Hody, and bring them into the meeteſt 
capacity to effect che fame. The'moſt natural — for 
which would ſeem to be by a General Council, or 
Convention of faithful, honeſt, and-difcerning men, 
choſen for that ptrpoſe by the free conſent of the 
-whole Body of adherents to this Cauſe in the ſeveral 
parts of the Nations, and obſerving the time and place | 
ot inceting appointed to them (with other circum- 
'Fances concerning theit Election) by order from the 
preſent Ruling Power, but conſidered as General of 
the Army. 1 5 1 

Which Convention ufer, to exercĩſe the 
> Legiſlative Power, but only debate freely,and agree 
upon the particulars, that by way of fundmental 
nſtitutions fhall be laid and inviolably obſerved, as 
"the conditions upon Which the whole body ſo repre- 
ſentetl / 'doth'cotſent te baſt It ſelfe into à Civil aud 
Politique Incorporation, and under the viſible forme 
and adminiſtration of Government therein declared, 

and to be by each individual member of the Bod 
ſubſcribed in teſtimony of his or their particular con- 
ſent given thertugto. Wu ich condition ſb agretd( and 
amomgſt them an Act of Oblivion tor — 1 will be 
without danger of being broken or departed from 
confidering of what it is they are the conditions, 
and the nature of the Convention wherin they are 
made; which is of the people repreſented in their 
_ ſtate of Soveraignty, avthey have the ſword in 
eir hands unſubjected unto the rules of Civil Go- 
vernment, but what themfelves orderly aſſembled for 
that purpoſe, doe think fie to make. And the ſword 
upon theſe conditions ſubjecting it ſelf to the Supreme 
© fudicattire, thus to be ſet up; how ſuddenly might 
2 mony 


— cc = - "> 2 =, - 


en) 
harmony, righteouſneſs, Tove, peace, and ſaſoty unto 
the whole Body follow bereupon, as the happy ſrult 
of ſuch a ſertlemeut, ifthe Lord have yet any delight 
to be amongſt us / TY | | 

And this once put in a way, and declared for by the 
General and Army (as that which they are clearly 
convinced in the fight of God is their duty to bring 
about, and which they engage accordingly to ſee 
done 3) How firmly an Fs, = would this oblige the 
hearcs and perſons, the counſels & purſes, the affe&tions 
and prayers, wich all chat is in the power of this whole 
Fang to do, in way of aſſiſtance and ſtrenthning the 

ands uf thoſe now in power, whatever ſtraights and 

difficulties they may meet with in the maintenance of 
wa” — oe ſafery and E. ? 
This chen being the ſtate of our preſent affairs and 
diffetences, let it be acknowledged on all hands, and 
let all be M are —— that there is 
not only a Hity, but a ility, yea a com- - 
pelling nest of a Arbe len 0 this great Body, 
the ſetting of which in joynt and tune aga ine, by a 
ſpirit of meekneſs and feare of the Lord, is the work 
of the preſent day, and will prove the onely remedy, 
under God, to uphold and carry on this bleſſed cauſe 
and worke of the Lord in che three Nitions, that is al- 
ready come thus fac onwards ia its progreſſe to its 
deficed and expected end of bringing in Chriſt, the 
Defire- of all Nations ,. as the chieſe Ruler among fl. 
us. b 

Now unto this re-· uniting work let there be a ceadi- 
neſſe in all che diffenting parts from the higbeſt to the 
loweſt, by cheerfully coming forth to one another in 
a ſpirit of ſelſ.denial and love in ſtead of. war and 
wrach, and to caſtdown themſelves before the Lord, 
who is the Father of all their ſpirits, in (eif-abaſemenc 
and hujmiliation,for the mutual offence they have bus 


(22) 
in for ſome time paſt, one unto another, and great pro- 
vocation unto God, and reproach unto his-moſt glort- 
ous name, who expected to have been ſorved by them 
with reverence and godly fear; for our God is a con- 


And, as an inducementunto this, Let us aſſure 
ſelves, the means of effecting ic will not prove ſo di 
ficult;as other things that have been brought about in 
the late war, if the minds and fpirits of all concerned 
were once well and duely prepared hereunto , by a 
kindly work of ſelſ· denial. and ſel-abaſement , ſer 
home by the ſpirit of the Lord upon their conſciences; 
which it he pleaſe, he may doe we know not how ſoon. 
Nay if we hall behold with a diſcerning eye the in- 
ſide of that work which God hath been doing amongſt 
us the three years . laſt paſt, it would ſeem chieſty to 
have been his aime,to bring his people into ſuch a frame 
as this is. For in this tract of time, there hath 
been ( we may fay) a great hlence in Heaven, as 
it God were Pleaſed to ſtand fill and be as a looker 
on, to ſee what his people would be in their latter end, 
and what work they would make of it, if left to their 
own wiſedome and Politick ' contrivances. . And as 
God hath had the ſilent part; fo men, and that good 
men too, have had the active and buſie part, and 
have like chemſelves made a great ſound and noiſe, 
like the ſhout of a King in a mighty Hoaſt; which 
whilſt it hath been a ſound onely and no more, hath 
not done much hurt as = but the frare and jealous 
fie thereby cauſed , hath put the whole Body out of 
frame, and made them apt to fall into great confations 
and diſorder. 

And if there be thus ariſen a general diſſent and 
diſagreement of parts (which is not, nor ought to be 
accounted the leſſe confiderable, becauſe it lies hid 
and kept in under a patient filence) why ſhould there 

not 


' (23) 
not be e and acknowledgement of 
whac each may find themſelves overt aken in, and can- 
not but judge themſelves faulty for ? This kinde of 
vent being much better then to have it break out 
in flames of a forward and untimely wrarhtul ſpirit, 
which never works the rightcouſnefſe. of God. Ele. 
cially ſince what hath been done amongſt us; may pro- 
bably have been more the effect of temptation then 
the product of any malicious deſigne; and this ſort 
of temptation is very common and incident to men 
in power (ho good (oever they may be) to be over- 
taken in; and thereupon dbe ſudden and unadviſed 
actions, whichthe Lord pardons and over rules for the 
beſt : evidencly making appear that it is the work of 
the weak and fleſhly pare, which his own: people car- 
ry about wich them too much un ſubdued. And there- 
fore the Lord thinks fit by this meanes, to ſhew them 
the need of being beholding to their ſpiritual part; 
to reſtore themragain, and bring them into their right 
2 — - nd — — : 
whitft diffencing part is aggravatin 
upon it ſelſe faultineſſe and blame , and none — 
fing, but all confeſſing they deſerve, in one ſort or 
other, reproof, if not before men, yet to Gods ſight: 
Who knowes how ſoon it may pleaſe God to come 
pto: this broken, contrite , and ſelf denying frame 
of Spirit in the good people within the three Nati- 
ons, and own them thus truly humbled and abaſed, 
for his Temple and the place of his habitation and 
reft , wherein he will abide for ever? of whom' it 
may be ſaid God is in the Midſt of her, ſhe ſhall 
not be moved; God ſhall help her and that right 
early, or with his morning appearance. At which 
time he will fit filent no longer, but Heaven will 
U again; and become active and powerful in the 
pirits and hearts of Honeſt men, and in che * 


0200 Y 
of hls pravidences, when either they gos aut te fight 
by bed or by Land, or remaine — Or 
bares at bome for the publique Weale, and agding 
heare the prayers of his people, and viſibly own them 


is a flock of holy men, as Jeruſalem in her ſolemnm 


ieaſts, I will yet for this be enquired of by the Huuſe 
Ijracl, ſaith the Lord, to doe 175 them: And =P 
they ſhall know that I the Lord their God 
am with them,and that — — my people, 
and that ye my flock the flock of my pa · 
ſture, are men that have ſkewed your 
« ſelves weak finful men, and l am 
your God that have declared 
my ſelf an all- wiſe and pow- 
-  erful God, ſaith the 
Lord God, 


— 


een: 


Poſtſcript. 


Reader, 


Pon the periſal of this Di bf. thou wilt 
quickly perceive that theſe two things are 


2 aimed at in it by the Author. Firſ# to 
2 anſwer in (ome meaſure 17 — is calle 75 
theſe in power, when t ly pro 

defire nothing more how cowedl fon , L 
find om the bidder provocation / which either have 
or get may bring forth the Lord againſt theſe 

s, in the way which at preſent they are 


im, 

Secondiy, To remove ont 0 of the minds and ſpi- 

ry of the honeſt partie, that ſtill agree inthe 

egen and juſtice of the good 1014 Canſe, al 
x — 4 private E. and ſelfiſh Concern (the 


es but to foment and ſtreng- 
then — ond 4056 ont among ſt ſt them) — 
Plate a erde to ſet before them this common and 


— (rns 2 en- 
braced) oy] the meanes of not only procuring 
A emongft them, ut alſo of conſerving 


"In order to this, the Amhor hath not been wil- 
D ling 


ling much to declare his own Opinion, or deliver 
any Poſitive Concluſions, as to diſcuſe the buſineſs 
by way of queſtion and anſwer, and thereby make 
as neer a conjeFure as he can, of that, wherein 
the ſeveral diſſenting parts. may with better ſatiſ- 
faFion meet together, and agree upon a ſafe and 
righteous bottome, then to remaine at the diſtance 
they doe, to the apparent advantage of the Common 
Enemie,, the approaching ruine of them{elve 
and needleſſe baxxard (if not loſſe) of the Cr 
they have been ſo deeply engagedin, Eſpecially 
conſidering that when once they ſball be found bes, 
ginning to come forth to one another, in ſuch a 
condiſcending ſelf-denying ſpirit , - cleanſed from 
the ſtain of bypocriſie and deceit, they,may be well 
aſſured that light will ſpring up amongſt them 
more and more unto a perfect day; and then thoſe 
things which at preſent we have next in view, will 
prove 4s ſhadowes ready to flee away before the 
morning brigbineſſe of Chriſts Heavenly Appes- 
rance and ſecond comming 3. through which they 
will be heightened and improved to their full ma- 
turitie, to the bringing in that Kingdome of his 
that ſhall never be moved. | 
And becauſe an Eſſay hath been already 
made, in a private way to obtain the firſt thing, 
that is to ſay, Convict ion; which chiefly it in 
the hand of the Lord to give 3 the ſame obliga- 
tion lies upon the Auibor, with reſpeũ to theſecond, 


” 


1 
| the expoſing of it as now it is wnto Publicke 
leaving it alſo with the Lord, 
fer his bleſſing thereunto. 
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